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journal homepage: http://ees.elsevier.com/epagThe founders and past presidents of the Egyptian
Pediatric AssociationThe idea of children having special medical needs and
warrant specialized medical care was still novel at the time of
EPA’s inception. The majority of Egyptian children and even
more of the children of the Middle East and Africa were
deprived of access to adequate health care. Infant mortality
and childhood morbidity were rampant.
In 1933, a pioneering group of pediatricians came together,
thought and acted to create an independent forum addressing
the needs of Egyptian Children. Cairo University’s department
of pediatrics and its Aboulreesh University Pediatric
Hospital – at the time the only specialized pediatrics center –
served as the incubator for this vision.
Preventive health practices now associated with childcare
such as immunizations and regular health examination were
only just beginning to change the view of treating children as
‘‘miniature adults.’’
At the beginning the EPA was working under the umbrella
of the Egyptian Medical Society as one of its afﬁliated sections
(1933–1979).
In 1979, we registered the Egyptian Pediatric Association as
an independent organization exercising its activities across the
whole country.
EPA’s leadership worked diligently to foster good relations,
communication and co-operation with numerous local, regio-
nal and international relevant organizations. On numerous
occasions stimulating and
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Association
‘‘The whole is greater than the sum of its parts’’ – Aristotle
The individual biographies of the founding fathers and past
presidents of the EPA would warrant tomes. Those pediatri-
cians not only exerted tireless efforts to treat sick children,Production and hosting by Elsevier
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.epag.2013.11.003but they had the wisdom, vision and generous hearts to com-
bine their science and skills in a future investment that would
prove larger than the sum of all their efforts.
The following short biographies, we hope, would offer a
modest acknowledgment of these men. They have introduced
the formal science and discipline of pediatrics not only to
Egypt, but through its educational centers to the Middle east
and Africa. Countless children now owe their well being in part
to these men.
Late Professor
Ibrahim Shawki, MD
 Date of Birth 1890,
 Graduated from the Egyptian School of Medicine in 1913,
 Introduced the science of Pediatrics to the School of Med-
icine and taught it by himself and succeeded in preparation
of a generation of professionals in the ﬁeld of Pediatrics,
 Appointed as Dean of the Faculty of Medicine 1940.
Re-nominated again in 1945,
 Selected as Director of the University in December 1947,
 Chosen as minister of public health in November 1949,
 Established means to organize and facilitate access to uni-
versity study for students who are unable,
 Established the ﬁrst center for medical care in Egypt.he Egyptian Pediatric Association.
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Ahmed Khalil Abd El-Khalek, MD
 Born in 1897,
 Graduated from the school of medicine in 1921,
 MRCP Edinburgh 1925,
 Diploma of Tropical Medicine, UK 1926,
 MRCP London 1927,
 Lecturer in Pediatrics 1928, Ass Prof. of Pediatrics 1938,
 Prof. of Pediatrics 1944,
 Head of Pediatrics Department, Cairo University 1944–
1957,
 Founder & second EPA President 1944–1957,
 Father of Social & Preventive Pediatrics in Egypt,
 Contributed signiﬁcantly to child health care services &
development of nursing education & profession.
Late Professor
Mostata Khalil Aldiwany, MD
 Born in 1906,
 Graduated from school of medicine in 1921,
 Prof. of pediatrics 1944,
 Chairman of pediatrics department, Cairo University 1957–
1967,
 EPA president 1957–1967,
 Revolutionized EPA collaboration with local, regional &
international organizations,
 Founder of union of middle eastern and Mediterranean
pediatric societies & Arab child day,
 Member of IPA advisory board 1965.Late Professor
Aly Mohamed Abdelal, MD
 Born in 1913,
 Graduated in 1937,
 Prof. of Pediatrics 1965,
 Head of General Pediatrics Unit,
 Chairman of Pediatrics Department, Cairo University –
1967–1974,
 EPA President,
 Promoted collaboration of EPA with all regional & interna-
tional organization,
 Encouraged & supported young Pediatricians to join EPA
activities in both inside & outside Egypt.
Professor
Hamed Gamil Waly, MD
 Born in 1918,
 Graduated from the school of medicine in 1937,
 Prof. of Pediatrics 1967,
 Head of General Pediatrics Unit,
 Chairman of Pediatrics Department, Cairo University
1974–1976,
 EPA President.
The founders and past presidents of the Egyptian Pediatric Association 87Professor
Mamdouh Kamal Gabr, MD
 Born in 1925,
 Graduated in 1947,
 MD Pediatrics 1951,
 FRCP 1981,
 Immediate EPA Past President,
 Honorary President of EPA,
 Head of Pediatrics Department, Faculty of Medicine,
Cairo University,
 Minister of Health 1978–1982,
 President of the IPA 1995–1998.
